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MELBOURNE – The De fence
Ca pa bil ity Plan’s force struc ture
model ig nores the de vel op ing re-
gional en vi ron ment. The changes
are the most pro found since the
early 1940s. In dia and China are
gath er ing enor mous mo men tum as
they spend their wealth on mod ern
weap ons.

The mu tu ally com pet i tive Chi -
nese and In dian buys are symp tom -
atic of these na scent re gional
su per pow ers jock ey ing for po si tion. 
In dia re cently closed deals for the
for mer So viet car rier Gorshkov, an
air wing of navalised MiG-29Ks,
and a batch of Beriev A-50I with Is -
raeli Elta phased ar ray ra dars.

It also took de liv ery of its first
batch of the Su-30MKI with
phased-ar ray ra dar – plan ning sees
180 op er a tional by 2015, as well as
its first batch of Il-78MKI tank ers,
and Is raeli Green Pine bal lis tic mis -
sile de fence ra dars.

The po tent Rus sian Kh-61
Yakhont su per sonic cruise mis sile
has been li censed for pro duc tion as
the Brahmos. Dis cus sions con tinue
on the lease of Rus sian Tu-22M-3
Back fire bomb ers – a 2,500 nau ti cal 
mile ra dius stra te gic bomber. The
Tu-142M Bear avi on ics and mis sile
up grade re main in the pipe line.

China, fol low ing its Su-30MKK

buy, has now or dered the
Su-30MK2 for its na val air arm, to
sup ple ment the in dig e nous FH-7
Flying Leop ard, an an a logue to the
EU Tor nado. With Shenyang now
as sem bling the first of 200
licence-built Su-27SKs, and sev eral 
squad rons of Su-27SK/UBK and
Su-30MKK now in ser vice, Rus sian 
sources see the pos si bil ity of sales
of up to 500 Su-27/30 to China –
not ing that the US Air Force flies a
to tal of around 600 F-15C/D/E at
this time.

Rus sian su per sonic Kh-31 stand -
off mis siles are to be licence built
and the AGM-142-like Kh-59MK
sup plied di rectly.

China’s in dig e nous J-10 fighter,
an ag ile Lavi-like, delta-canard is
ex pected to en ter full rate pro duc -
tion next year, in par al lel with other
in dig e nous de signs like the J-8B
and the J-7E/G – the ul ti mate evo lu -
tion of the MiG-21. The Rus sian
Beriev A-50E AWACS is on the
shop ping list, while spec u la tion
con tin ues about an or der for the
Il-78MK tanker.

H-6 Badgers are now be ing con -
verted into tank ers. While a Badger
is only equiv a lent to a Vic tor K.2
tanker in offload per for mance,
China has a Badger fleet of more

than 120, the old est of which were
built in the 1970s. The up per limit in
this game could be equiv a lent to 60
or more KC-135s.

Both China and In dia will de -
velop the ca pa bil ity to pro ject sig -
nif i cant air and mis sile power into
South-East Asia over the next de -
cade.

We have al ready ob served the
flow-on ef fect as Ma lay sia or ders
Su-30MKMs, In do ne sia Su-27SK/
30KI and now Viet nam the Su-30
MKV.

Over the next de cade the nearer
and wider re gion will be lit er ally
awash in high-technology Rus sian
and in dig e nous weap ons – the mere
pres ence of which de sta bi lises a del -
i cately bal anced re gion.

Rus sell Of fices have dis played
al most stoic in dif fer ence. We are ex -
pected to be lieve that the Joint Strike 
Fighter, a close air sup port / bat tle -
field strike op ti mised air craft will in
con cert with five tank ers and four
Wedgetails se cure the skies.

We are also ex pected to be lieve
that Aus tra lia no lon ger re quires the
F-111. The Navy is to in vest bil lions
in Air War fare De stroyers with
anti-ballistic mis sile ca pa bil i ties,
rather than an op ti mised abil ity to
de feat cruise mis siles.

   DCP: Hear no evil, see no evil
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