
9/11 sig nif i cant –
90 years ago
CANBERRA – We for get Sep tem-
ber 11 is also a mem o ra ble date in
Aus tra lia’s his tory. Ninety years ago
an Aus tra lian ex pe di tion ary force
landed on the is land of New Brit ain
(now part of Pa pua New Guinea) to
seize the Ger man wire less sta tions at
Bitapaka, part of a net work ca pa ble
of pro vid ing in tel li gence to Vice Ad-
mi ral Von Spee’s East Asi atic
Squad ron of the Ger man Navy.

Na val troops from the Aus tra lian
Na val and Mil i tary Ex pe di tion ary
Force landed at dawn on 11 Sep tem-

ber 1914 and be gan to make their
way in land, en coun ter ing Ger man
re sis tance. Re in force ments landed
dur ing the day.

By the end of the day the Aus tra-
lian forces had cap tured the sta tions.
How ever, Aus tra lia suf fered its first
ca su al ties of the war. Four sail ors
and an Army med i cal of fi cer were
killed and four na val per son nel were
wounded.

Able Sea man C.V. Wil liams was
the first Aus tra lian wounded in ac-
tion in World War I – he died that af-
ter noon.

The fol low ing day Rabaul was se-
cured and the re main ing Ger man
forces sur ren dered

Suc cess of the op er a tion was
marred by the un ex plained dis ap-
pear ance of the sub ma rine HMAS
AE1 with all 35 crew on Sep tem ber
14.

.CIAS sold to
Emirates
SINGAPORE – Temasek Hold ings
has  agreed  to  sell  its  78.4  per  cent
stake in air port ground han dler
Changi In ter na tional Air port Ser-
vices (CIAS) to Dnata, which han-
dles bag gage at Dubai and is a unit of
the Emirates Group.
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By Dr Carlo Kopp
Im ple men ta tion of de fence pol icy,
rather than the rhet o ric used to sell
it, needs to be the is sue in the elec-
tion cam paign

The Co ali tion sees it self as hav-
ing a com mit ment to se cu rity is -
sues. This re flects the con ser va tive
core con stit u ency’s com mit ment to
main tain ing a strong mil i tary and
us ing it to pro tect or fur ther the na-
tional in ter est.

This core value is com mon to
Aus tra lian con ser va tives as it is
abroad, es pe cially in the US. From
a con ser va tive pol icy per spec tive,
na tional mil i tary power is im por -
tant and must be in vested in sys tem-
at i cally, as it is as much a
com po nent of for eign pol icy as le-
gal and moral im per a tives.

At a philo soph i cal level, the Co-
ali tion is com mit ted to an as ser tive
and, as re quired, an in ter ven tion ist
de fence pol icy. Aus tra lia’s par tic i-
pated in Af ghan i stan and con trib-
uted to the con tro ver sial in va sion of
Iraq pro vide the proof. The Prime
Min is ter also says Aus tra lia in tends
to launch pre-emptive mil i tary op-
er a tions in the re gion if re quired –
an other re flec tion of this pat tern.

Sadly, there is a chasm be tween
the Co ali tion’s philo soph i cal ba sis

for a de fence pol icy and the force
struc ture in vest ment pat terns within
De fence. Over the last three years
we have seen sev eral ma jor in vest-
ment de ci sions, which are di a met ri-
cally op posed to what a po lit i cal
con ser va tive ex pects.

The de ci sion to kill off the F-111
and down size the RAAF’s of fen sive
ca pa bil ity by half is the most re cent
ex am ple. The de ci sion to ig nore the
top-end F/A-22A, in fa vour of the
JSF, op ti mised for bat tle field strike
is an other. Lim it ing the tanker buy
to five air frames is yet an other.

What we see in ADF force struc-
ture in vest ment, es pe cially in air
power, re flects the pat tern fol lowed
by EU so cial ist gov ern ments over
the last de cade: Down sizing of fen-
sive ca pa bil ity and stra te gic reach
and re place ment of top-tier as sets
with less ca pa ble, sec ond-tier as-
sets. The De fence Ca pa bil ity Plan
is a rec ipe for a Euro-socialist force
struc ture model for the ADF.

Re spon si bil ity lies largely with
the De fence lead er ship, which has
placed short-term ex pe di ency above
the po lit i cal aims of the de fence
pol icy they are to im ple ment.

This will be cold com fort to Aus-

tra lia’s con ser va tive com mu nity,
who are pre sented with the ugly
re al ity of a DCP which is
Euro-socialist in its aims – de-
spite the clearly neo-Reaganite
val ues of the Co ali tion lead er-
ship. Hav ing can vassed the views
of many con ser va tives, this ob-
server found much un hap pi ness
over the is sue.

If the Co ali tion fails to tackle
this di chot omy be tween its phi los-
o phies and long-term force struc-
ture in vest ment pat terns, it will
deeply alien ate many con ser va-
tive vot ers, es pe cially those with
an ap pre ci a tion of de fence is sues.
How big a pro test vote this alien-
ation might pro duce is an open
ques tion.

The De fence bu reau cracy can-
not be re lied upon to pro duce ad-
vice which is con sis tent with the
phi los o phy of Co ali tion de fence
pol icy. If the Co ali tion is re turned
it has an ob li ga tion to its core
con ser va tive con stit u ency to undo
the dam ag ing de ci sions of the last
two years and im pose upon De-
fence much more rig or ous in tel-
lec tual dis ci pline in ADF force
struc ture plan ning.
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